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The Caſe of Thom! Skurer Merchant, againſt the Eaf Indi 


Company: 


"me vears before, there was an open Trade tothe Eaft-Indies, the then E.,#t-T1di4 

I Roo rw her lick voſting upou the Exchange) offered to ſel] their jount intereſt at. Black-wall, which 
they accordingly did, and publickly expoſed to ſale their Ports, Houſcs, and Ware-houſes, and all other the 

intereſt. of their joint ftock in the Eaſt- Indies, 1n order to conclude and put a period to the then Company. 

And accordingly the chief members of the ſaid Company, vis. Sir Andrew Riccard, Aanrice T homſon, Job 


Folliff Sir Francis Clarke, Hugh Ferth, &c, And generally all others, as well of, as not of the ſaid Company, fſene 
p, ; 6 


Iu 4 Ih8- aded thither upon their private Accounts and- Adventure, withont any Hinderance or 
NE And ao rind af the ſaid Crropans writ to the Agents ar.d Factors in India, That it was the opin'on 
of mot Merchants in England, #14 their deſire to carry on the India trade with ſrueaum and liberty, for evety one to employ 
their own ſhips and ftocks, as they ſhould ſec beſt : other eminent members of the _ ON} by their Letters 
dated London 25 May 1654, 20 November, and 31 faniary 1655; directed an4 delired dhmaf ape of (then 4 gr at 
Bant i) to aſkiſt all private Traders, and upon his aCting accordingly, gave him great than! s for {0 dang, whic Letters 
are ſigned Aiurice Thom'o1, William Pennojer, fohr Robinſon, Henry Brown, S amuel ico, Edwara Mico, William 
Wildey, Aron Baker, Nathaniel Temms, Thomas Winter, Kichaira S wan, Rob. Craniner, Thomas Tomlins, Thomas 

/ : . 
Ce ET er rekn freedom of Commerce, Thomas S kinner dought a $1jp called the Thmas of Dover, 
and ſailed from Lo#doy in her in the beginning of 1657, 2nd 1n 1658 arived at famby in the Eaſt-Indies, having before 


' he departed fror® England ,treated with divers Merchants of London(joyned with Sir Ararew Riccard and others that were 


members of the foffnmerCompany,and afterwards became members of the new Company ape ay tinp by Cromwels Charter) 
concerning a Ships lading of 7naia-cotton-cloath, and the Dclivery of Pepper 1n the Indies ; ſo that Thomas hp Are 
fign ſor the Eaſt-Indies was publickly known, and not in the leaſt contradicted, but on the —_ approved, an = - 
uſe of by ſeveral members of the late, and new made Company, as appears by a writins of 5th Afay 1657, {ignc 
Andrew Riccard,Samnuel Mico, Jonathan Keate, Hugh Forth, 2nd divers others Cc; 

Shinner arriving in 1ndia 1658, he was poſſeſſed of a Houſe in [ amby, as alſo 
of 2 Ware-houſe near the River of ?amby, where his Ship did ride, whereinhe 


(a) TheCompanys ſeveral Letters from Jumvy and Bantam; 


put a great part of his Goods, and did purchaſe of the King of 7amby the (2) denore the Iilands Barella to be o__ Leagues in compals; 
1 


Hands Barela,the inheritance whereof the ſaid King conveyed to Thomas Skin well ſeared for Trade, thar the $ 


ivs from China an all 


cr and his Heirs vnder his Hand and great Scal, upon which he built a Houſe, Northern Parts, which paſs by ir for Battavia,would reſort 


and contracted with Chinee/es to plant 300 acres on the greatc the charge of a Fort, &c. 


& Iſland with thither, and artract a grear Trade, which ſoon will regain 


duCting two Ryals for planting, gathering, and all othier charges, there reſts 
two Ryals clear per Pecul, which amounts to 1 8000 Ryals of Eight there year- 
ly Revenue, which inveſted in Pepper, and ſent for Exrope ( freight, charges and 1666, and 1667. from 16 d. 19d. to 23d. a pound ; (c) The 
advenure deduQed) rendring but (c) 13 ſhill. ſterling per Ryal (d) though Pep- 13 s. per Ryal being bur pro raro of 12 d. a pound. | . 


| PET ſent mro any parts of Zu opcy L<lides | Lrnrgl aud nnd Z fo Wrered czondexe m3xwok 


more) comics to pound Sterling 11700 pound per ann. 


He refitted and freighted his Ship for a Voyage from 7amby 
fl to Maccaſſar and Maceao in China, ſo that his Trading-Stock 
at Jawby of only g00o Ryalls being there-inveſted in black 
Pepper, would have yielded him at the leaſt at Xaccaſſar 
12200 Ryals, which with 200co Ryalls of Eight Freight from 
Maccaſſay to /arcao is 32209 Ryals, of which deducting for 
Charges and other conſideration 4200 Ryats there reſts neat 
280co Ryja!s.ſo that taking aFreight back,or imploying the ſaid 
28000 Rjals (being neat Stock)but at 50 per cext. profit;which 
is much ſhort of the gains which the Companies Letters of In- 
 ftruftons,as lkewiſe Six Andrew Riccard and his Aﬀociates do 
mention,which Letters declare that they commonly get 70 and 
80 per cent. on ſhorter Voyages : it makes at the return at Jam- 
by 42000 Ryals, 'of which dedidling 5000 Kyals for charges 
and con{ideration of Adventure, there reſts neat 37000 Ryals 
clear Stock, which the Company ought juſtly to make good, 
according as ſo much inveſted at Jamby in black Pepper would 
| have produced 43. 1669 or 1661 clear (Freight, Charges; and 
Confideration for the Adventure deducted): in Exrope with in- 
tereſt ever ſince,and his ſhip ſtill his own: which fitting out coſt 
in England above 2500 |. ſtarling, and was worth more in 1»- 
' 14 11 reſpect of the (e) great gains which are made by trading 
from one port to another in thoſe parts, beſides the Adventure 
and contiuuall Disburſements for 2 years Neceſſaryes for 
Ship and men, freſh victuals &-c. and his great Expence in 
Tefirting her at Jamby for a new Voyage and ſreight which ſhe 
Wis hindred of by her ſerzure;z @ which with the Intereſt hi- 
therto doth amount to above 7090 1. ſtarling, but reckoning 
it but at 2590 | ſterlivg, the company ought to allow him the 
ſame profit which 25qp 1. {terling principal inveſted in Peppet; 
 wouid haverendered h clear(Freight Charges and Adventure 
dccucted) in England, With interetk for the forbearance. 
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—— 


Pepper, which would have rendered from 1664, 30 Peculs an acre evcry year, Linſchoten printed anno 1596. expreſſes their commodt- 

| (though they uſually render more ) is 9000 Feculs, each beirig 132 pound En- ouſneſs of good Roads, freſh-water, &c. ( 

SF $ gp weight, which(bJrated only at 4 Ryals per Pecul there worth,of which de- (4) Some Members of the Company on private Trade in 
| 


1655. have made according to their Factors depoſition a- 
bour zo s. ofa Ryal by Pepper ſent from Bantam to Italy ; 
and (b)rhe Company ſold their Pepper in London,anno 1665, 


Lex Mercatoria cap. 21. Declares, That the Law doth allow ſevere 


reparation in caſe of obſtructions amongſt Merchants of Ships. Voyages 3 


it fo in ordinary Caſes near home, how much more in a fowl remote 
depredartion. : | | | 

n 1657. dir Fohn Dethicke, Sir Fohn Bancks, Sir Francis Clarcke; Sir $1- 
muel Mico, Sir Jonathan Keate , Mr. Richard Lant, Hugh Forth, Fohn . 


| Rools, Samuel Wilſon, Fohn Turner, Danicl Skynner, Thomas Raſtell, and Las 


rence Browning, moſt of which became fince, and are ſtill Members of the 
Company, ſent on their private acconnt ro Bantam in the Eaſt-Indies for 
Pepper, to be brought direct for Europe 34342. Picces or Ryals of Eighr; 
wich the Durch-Company (then. in War with the King of Bantam) rook 
there, for which they paid in 1659. to the ſaid Adventnters here 28260 1. 
175. .; d. Sterling, which renders a Ryal 16 s. 5d. Sterling, and thus 
they had honeſt and full reparation without much rrouble or CXPCnce 3 as 
if they had performed, and nor been obſtrncted in their defign. . 
' Skenners Stock did amount ro more theh 9090 Ryals, (befides Jewels; 
Plare, and other things) yer reckoning bur as Mr. oh. Buckworth a Mer- 
chant and Arbitrator choſen by order of his Majeſty in Council September 
1664. and Foſeph Ayloffe, Eſq. by order of thic then Lord Chancelor and 
other Lords .4»»0 1666. reported the ſame Stock to be Ryals 8836 
And for the Ship as they found the ſame to have coft ſerting 
our of England ar leaſt 2500 1. Sterling, of which they dedu- 
ctcd .* part for Ware and Tare, rating the rcſt at Rats 2ooo 
Spina | 'Togerher, Ryals 16836 
which rhey decltred the Comparty was ro Fas node | : 
they had been inveſted there in Pepper, ro be reduced into Sterling M6- 
ney, as they ſold their Pepper, anno 1659 and 1660. in London, being one 
with another 12 d. per pound, which renders according ro the Companies 
Books (Freight, Adventure, Trer, and all Charges deducted) clear 13s: 
wanting .} part ofa peny, per Ryal, amounting to porind Ster- 
lin EN gd | 10955 |. 18. ijod: 
Xnd reported the Intereſt thereunto to be added oi k 
ever fnce, which ar 6 per cex. a year, for 15 years is 
ER is Sterling 
And rhe Afaulr of his Perſon: 
Lofs of his "Time. 
Ditappotnrmenr of his Trade. 
Arrendance and Charges here. 
Difſeiſen of his Ifland. | | | 
Valluable at more than the other particulars, they fubmitred rs rhe 
Kang and Lords diſcretion. 
_(e;) Captain, Wilde cleared 15000 Ryals of Eight by letting his Ship to 
Freight on a Voyage only of ith:ce Monerths in Indra; 


In 


9853 1. os. od. 
208101. 1s. iod:; 


OO umm— 


gh 
Te Gfober 1657 (within ſew Months aiter Thomas Skinner s Gacparture from Z#/and) the Faich ſar :Cl T rc: (ov, Ur ff, ſie 4 4 
Anarew Riccerd and Others (moſt of them members cf the former Compary) Faving procured 2 partert frem Cromwell ſ he £4 
ſtiled themſelves the Company of a cy joynt Stock, and ſent their Agents 10 the ſaid 7rdies, with order to ſeize WJ 
ai] <hips and goods of Fx2/i/þ trading there, according 16 this Letter wiitten then by the ſa:d Company, 
Our Agents and Factors in Bartam, Towtio 
f We the Governor, Deputy, aud Committee of the xew general Forat-ſtock fur India, commend us heart ily nto you &c. his have reae 
Highneſs the Lerd Protector of, &c. hamwino | | —_ ; ; : | =. : fhotd (1 
grhneſs or of, Sec. ng been pleaſed by his Lette:s Pattents under the Great ſeal to incorporate an : | 
| Eift-laJia Company, aid to exclude all others from uſing or exercifing any Trade in Ind, but ſuc o»ly as be admitted mem- 15 SKmmer ” 
. vers of the ſaid Company, this his [aid FHighneſſes rrant hath given ns Inconranement that a large ſtock is underwritten, fo the che Cid Cot 
ca 11117 on the Eaſt-India trade, &c. | an{s0f rey 
| The Trade of India being now ſettled and atropriated unto us by his Highneſſes Anthority ana thereby all ot hers of this Com- al therelN- 
f Irealt h excluded to exerciſe any Trade in thoſe parts, we do therefore by vertne 6f that prwer, conferred upon ns herenpon 
evtForize you, tat if auy Engliſh perſon or perſons whom ſoever they be, ſhall ſend out any Ship or Ships unto Bantam, or + þs tothe 
Wirhin the limits of your Agency, or uſe an) trade or trafiick, in thoſe parts contrary to the Charter granted unto us the Com- | Fl, the ſame 
pavy, that nou make ſe'znre of their Ships andeſtates, converting them to our ſes and accounts therein exp:eſſed vit one half ro | December, 
the rſeof the Common Wealt':, and the other half to the u(e of us te Company, according as in our faid Charter is direfted and 
IWarranted, andfor what 10u ſhall order in the premiſes aforementioned,according to the authority hereingiven you,we will ſave you Fe 
hzrmieſs and indamnifyed in atl reſpe#ts, and upon all Occaſions for the ſame &c, We remain, Tour loving friends Fi 
London the 7th. Manrice Thomſon Gonernor, Tho. Andrews Deputy. 
May 1658. His Majeh 
Chriſto. Packe Tho. Foote John Lewes Nath. Temms 2 fore Dr. Ext 
John Frederick. Rob. Tickborue Wiliam Rider William Williams e WIE it pleaſed Gc 
Martin Noell William Thomſon William love William Cockain | | meet with th 
L. James Drax And, Riccard Rich. Swan John Jolbff England and 
. | 19 AI 
: Whercupon their ſaid Agents and ſervants, with the aſſiſtance of the ſaid Companys Ship D. avon, did in May ere 1 
i659 Seize T homas Shinners Ship, wounded and forced his men overboard, poſſeſſed themſelves ot her lading, and Courtsof Li 
152 1 Dollers, as likewiſe all h's goods in his warehouſe, and diſpoſſeſſed him of his 7ſland and houſe thereon, affaulted ing to wear0l 
p and wounded his perſon, erdceavouring to ſurpriſe him, and refuſed (contrary to the. common Juſtice of the world hin of chef 
\ u2queſtionable ſecurity which Thomas Skinner offercd them there to anſwer any Pretentions they might haveapainft him relieved a0zinft 
for which inhumane proccedings the King of Zamby would have cur them..cff, had not Skinner (for Chriſtianity ſake) in- which himſelf 
terpoſed in1 confidence to find Juſtice at home. ir the Pala 
Thomas Skinner being, thus tpoyled of his Ship, goods, moneys, houſe, Warchouſe, and difpoſſeſſed of his 1ſlard, | 
ard houſe thereon, whercby his Plantation of Pepper was hindred (which would have proved ſo advantagious to this 
Kirgdom,by ſaving ſo much Money in the Nation, which hath been and fil! is tranſported yearly into the Eaſt Indies for 
Pepper, and the people of Ex7land might have had the Pepper cheaper, and conſcquently have ſaved fo much money 
1:1 their purces which they have been and yet are forced to pay for it) and his intended Voyage defeated, he reſolved to 
4 | return {or £»gland, but being refuſed paſſage upon the Companys Ships, he was forced to come home (through great 
\ hazards and expence) by land in 19 months travail, in which travail, thoſe witaeſſes (which he endeavoured to bring 
© with h:m) dyed by the wav. R : , 
Bcins by the Mercy of God arrived ſafe in London, April 13, 1661, on the 26 of the ſame z accompanied with ſome q 
Friends, he demanded Friendly ſatisfaCtion for his Wrongs and Sufferings, but the Company, and Sir Andrew Riccard 
i then Governour declared, ThÞt they were reſolved to do nothing, but what they ſhonld be compelled unto ; thereby hoping to 
\ deter the ſaid Skinner from ſecking his Right againſt ſuch Porent and Rich Adverſaries, well knowing that two of his 


cheifeſt Witneſſes were detained in their Service in the T»azes,and that the Witneſſes he endeavoured to bring home with 
$ him, were dead by the way, as likewiſe that all Skimner's Scamen (which were taken by force from his Ship, and put on 
board their Ship Dragon,were lolt upon their ſaid Ship, otherwiſe by the Grace of God they might have come home ſafe 
to England. 

w =_ Thomas Skinner was ſeeking redreſs he was adviſed by Council learned in th: Laws, That the Common Law 
could not relieve his 1Wrongs and Damages, if he then had had Witneſſes ( which he had not ) to have ſworn Viva voce (as 35 
required at a Trial by the Common Law ) Whereupon he meſt Humbly Petitioned his Majeſty for Juſtice, according to 
the Merrits of this extraordinary Caſe, upon which his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to grant this reference. 


At the Court at White-hall the 3o of September 1661. | 


His Majcſty is graciouſly pleaſed to refer this Petition to the Lord Privy Seal, the Lord Willoughby of Parham, the | 
Lord Marleborough, the Lord Afley Cooper, and Sir George Carteret, or any three of them, with power to call ſuch of | 
? | the preſent Eaſt- India Company as were at that time mentioned in the Petition, chief of that Society before them, | 
s | ' and to endeavonr that the Petitioner, may have ſatisfattion according to Right, Equity, and good Conſcience, and the YA- | 
;\ ther that he may be the better enabled to proce. din his deſign onthe Iſles mentioned in the ſaid Petition, which his Majeſty is j 
| | | willing he ſhould be encouraged to, as being advantag ons to this Kingdom, or clſc to make report th:reof to his Majclty, k 


and what their Lordſhips hold fit to be done therein, : Y 
Ra. Freeman: WP 


; He agaia Petitioned his Majeſty at Salzsbary the 27 of Auguſt 1665, and was teferred to the ſecond meeting of the 
-* Council at Whitehall with theſe words, and then ſome expedient to be found out for the Petitioners releif againſt the Op- 
} preſſions of the Eaſt -India Company, whereupon at his Majefties return to Londoy, he granted this following Order. 


Ata Council held at Forceſter-houſe the 23 of March, 1667. 


Whereas upon the Petition of 7 homas Skinner ſetting forth his $ afferinss wnder the Barbarons O rofſions of the Eaft- | 
I:4i: Company, hs Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed by order of the 27 of Auguſt laſt todefer the hearing of the matter, | 
&,. 11] the S:cond mceting of this Boord at White-hall, and in regard the faid Company have flightcd the orders of 


v Lis Board , and not complyed with any references or meatations, deſigning ts wear ont the Petinoners Life in ron 2” 
| | | 
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tendences, 8&2. wiereup3n his Moj:Rty,Epreſent in Conncil,did order that his Grace the f.,5:d Arch-Biſhop of Canterba- 
x7, The Lord Chancellor, Lord Privy Scal, aud Lord Aſs!ey do fend for tac Governou aid ſome of the Members of 
the Eaſt- India Comoany to treat with them, and to induce them to give the ſaid Skinuer ſuch reaſonable Saticfaftion «5 
may in ſome meaſure be.anſwerable to the loſſes and damiges he hath ſuſſered under them. | 

Foh. Nicholas. 


To which their Lordſhips certified, 1N purſuance of his Majeſties Order in Council, dated the 23 of March laſt, We 
have treated with the Governour and Company of Merchants Trading into the Eaft-[ndies, and have heard the Coun- 
cils of both the ſzid Company and Thomas Skinner Complainant, in the diſquifition whereof, we fond the ſaid Tho- 
mas Skinner to have ſuffered much wrong by the ſaid Company and their Agents, and tnerctore endeavourcd to perſwade 
the ſaid Company to pive ſatisfaction to the Petitioner z, but there being a great difference between the Petitioner's de- 
mands of reparation for Dammages, and the Companies offer towards: the ſame , our Mediation proved inefteChi- 
all therein. 


As to the Iſlands of B.rrella in the Eaft- Indies, claimed by the ſaid Thoms Skinner, We conceive that he ought to en- 
Joy the ſame and from thence to Trade into any part of the Worla except *nto England, given under our hands the 6h of 
December, 1666. ; | _ 

. Gilbd. Cant. Clarendon C. 
7. Roberts, Aſbley. 


His Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed likewiſe to refer the ſaid matters to be examined upon Oath be- be ah 
fore Dr. Exton then Judge of the Admiralty,beforc whom he took the depoſitions of ſeveral perſons, as 1.7 1 Council ofbowk 
it pleaſed God they arrived in England, ſome upon one Ship, ſom® upon others,as T homas Skinner could fides, | prndens: April 1663 
meet with them, in divers years, moſt of which perſons their occahions permitted not to ſtay long in thar in Caryſz Spolrthe Law 
England, and others are fince Dead, ſo that Skinner could never have any Tryall at Common Law, if SYS yy pb Plaintiff ro 
he might have had releif there ; for the Lords Cneif Juſtices, Barrons, and all che Judges by Order of bai of mary 1 bg de 
the King and Council 12th of April 1665, reported that he could not have full releif by the ordinary 5 
Courts of Law, which hath' made the Company ſlight all references, mediations, and atbitrations,&c, thereby deſign- 
ing to wear out the ſaid Skixner”s life, whileſt they have gained vaſt Summs by Trading with his Eſtate , and hindered 
him of the ſame : and have cauſed him to conſume what Eſtate he had left, by endeavoring to be 
relieved againft the u7parallell'd W rongs and Oppreſſions of the ſaid Governour and Company,under Skinners contimal follow 
which himſelf, his Wite and eight Children have now languiſhed theſe 16 years, therefore it is hoped 5ng the Company for Satisfa- 
that the Parliament will take his Intollerable grievances into their grave and pious Conſideration. Hon ever ſince the beginning 

of 1661, hath cift bin; (be 

| Se oO fſdes expence eming with 

two of his men who died by the way from India ,aud 1ncomvemente to raiſe the Mont) at leaſt 
$OOO pownd. One of his (aid men George Godolphin ( who was quarter-maſter of Skin- 
ner's Ship ) juſtified on his Death-Bed before the Companies FaFors in Perſia, Skirners Indiax 
papers (about rhe mattters done in 7n4ia) to be real and truth ; which was confirmed here 
by their then Agent there, Mr. Nicholas Buckeridge which Faliors ds atteſt to have Sealed the 


[414 I aps. - ok $HEWT DEAL, JOme of WHICH Are,V 


I. EST Jamby's Conveyanee,and AF of Poſſeſſion of the 1 aud Barella, 


- F W's . . TY | 
Alnnſbaron _ of The atteſtation under the Seal of the City of Jamby certifying that the 


py" | 7 ll without th . t 

ring is alſo pro- © ompames Agent took all wi rea(on, notwithſtanding good Bailoffered b 
veChere by the Skinner and given by the chief men of Jamby for their pretences. fferea by 
oaths of three 


men. T he depoſitions of William Shephard Shipwright and others that hav been 
pon the ſaid 1 land Barella do prove fully the Bigneſs, Goodneſs and Conſe: 
Willioms die Te thereof fr ENG LAND. | 


—— _— T he depoſitions of John Williams, aud Peter de Brier the only refing eje 
lar in 1664. and Witneſſes of Skinners ſpoil (which che Company had kept 51 India) prove ful- 
de Brier went ly the whole caſe. 

tor Flanders. 


arrears —3 be depoſition of Timothy Archer Afcrchant proves the commun fame of it 
ried the ſecond #t Jamby i» November, 1659. (which was about 4 Aonth after Skinner's 
of March. 1663. departure thence for Europe ) and that then he did ſee Skimer's S hip 
in the Pariſhof Goods and Ware-houſe in the Companies Agents Poſſeſſion, and his $ea-men 


St. Dun#on in : 


aboard of their Ship Draggon at Jamby, and that by reaſon of all their 
- ods _ VIOLENCES hs intended Voyages, pat hes pr _ pt Was 
overthrown, &C. 
ind greater Teſtimony cannot be had ner expefted in mat- 
fers : ray" Nature, where all Engliſh that Were upon the place 
when the Fatt was committed are DEAD, © 


— 
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